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An account of a Salt Spring, and another Medkl- 
ml Spring, on^ the bank? of the River Weare, or 
Ware in the Bijhoprick of Dmhzm in a Letter to 
the VnhWitx^from the ingenious Mr. Hugh Todd 
Fellow o/llriiverfity College //^ Oxon^ and Chap- 
lain to the right Reverend Father in God — - Lord 
Bifiop o/Carlile, 

S I 7^ 

T Am fo much obligd to yon for yonr manyF<avours 
^ when I was with you ; that now, when I am at fo great 
adiltaiicefrom£?^^;a5, 1 cannotpafsby any oportunity of 
ferving you^ in vifiting the Curiqfities oi jfrt ox Nature 
(with which the Northern parts Durham^ and Cumberland 
efpecially, do abound) and in giving you an account of 
what, I judge, may be worth your knowledge. 

When I was at Durham I was informed of an extraor- 
dinary Salt-Spring, and another Mineral-Springs about , 
a mile, or a mile and half out of Town. Upon the firft 
leafure time that 1 had, I went to fee them 9 as I founds 

fome of the I-«?^^j^^rx that came the r^V<^2^2>, and many o- 
th^v Gentlemen had done. 

The Salt-Spring, lyes, as I faid, about a mile and half 
out of Town, on the North-Eafc fide, at a place called 
Salt-voater haugh near Butter by. It riles in the middle of 
the River Weate or Ware i and is good toh(^ fern, and 
tajied, only in the Summer time, when the water isdif- 
charg'd all, on one fide of the Channel: for hiWinter^ 
when the River h high it loofes its Saks^ in the frefh. 
ftreams, fo that they arc not perceivable. The water 
does not rile at one or two or three places, but feeigps to 
bubble up equally h\ all parts in the Channel, j^ the 
ipaceof4o yards in length, and about lo in breadth : for, 
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wherever, in that Spol, you remove the ilonesaiid faiid, 
yoiifliall perceive the water, prelently arife and fpriiig 
up. That, which I admired moft, is.thatthela'teft of 
all the Springs, ifTuesoiitof the middle oF a J{pc^ Ifup- 
pofed that the brinynelsofits waters might becaufed by 
the keat of the Sun, continually beating upon them, as 

they lay upon the /{c?^4.^ thefurtaceof which was mani- 
^eitly faltifh; and which, in a Iwt day fas I was told) 
would be all covered over with a petted Salt:. But I was 
undeceiv d in this conjecture, by having all the water 
lav'd out of the place, where it leem'd to ftagnate; for 
im media tly^out of the body of the i(f^>^ there bubbled up 
water, as fait as the former. As to the degree of itifaU-- 
nefs^ it was as high, as any brine can be, and tho but lit- 
tle in quantity incomparilon of the frejh I{iver, yet of 
that force as to give a brackifhnefs to the Jlreams, a loo 
yards below. Thofe that have boyled thisiSr^W, (I had 
not time to try the experiment my felf,) fay that it af- 
fords a great quantity of 5^^ &/^, not lo palatable, yet 
as ufeful as ordinary Sak is. It tinges all the ftones with 
a ^d colour. The original of this *S^riw^^, cannot be 
fetch d any farther oit, then the J^c^j out of which it if- 
fues >• for the Sea, which is the great Treafure of Salt-wa* 
ter is at too great a diltance, to diipenceany ftreamsto 
this Place : being 8 miles off, where nearelt. 

On the other fide of the J^ver^ there is lately dif co- 
ver d a Medicinal Sprin^^ which is, this year much fre- 
quented, and may be of great benefit to the Country. It 
was found out, by workmen that dug in that place for ^(?/?/. 
When they were 12 fathom and a half deep, they difco* 
verd this Treafure of Natural Phyjick 1 which may be as 
good to the people, as what they fought for ,• tho Coal, be 
a Commodity very neceffary and beneficial to thefe 
Parts. The workmen thus failing of their Expectation^ 
try'd the i^^^^^about a 100 yards off; where they loft 
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thcmfelves, much about the fame depth 5 and iiiftead of 
Coal, difcovcr da Spring of excellent clear Water, which 
ifruis out at the Hole, wliich their Inftruments made* 
I tc!l you this, that you may confirm your ohfervati-- 
#^^f, of the many different apartments there are m the 
Karthi and with what dilfercnt Jreafure they are fur- 
nilhcL 

I can fay no more ; I will only promife what I will fay 
another time; and fend tiie firtt oportunity, I will 
give you an acxount of a /(««iV/< Infcrfption, (mention d 
but not undcrflood by Mr. Camden,) *\}n the Font in Mnde-^ 
4fr^in Oi?f)berland, I fha!l tell you fomething too, of 
two very Jncient Monuments fomething of the form of, 
Stmeben^e, but they feem far more ancient- And fhall 
asJamable, giveyou Kxcriptsof many Roman lafcrip- 
tions, which abound in this Country. 

In point of obligation and gratitude; I will fend you 
fome ^ommn Vrns^ which I hzAzt Durham. A piece of 
the5a/^ ^(?^^' where the Spring iiTu'd out,which is ot a 
fparklinglubdance. And if you will be at thcCoflof 
Carrzajfe, I will indeavour to fend the Stones that have 
the Inicriptfons on tliem. Where 1 can have them, I 
ihall not omit any Oportunit'/ to ferveyou, and the So- 
€iety. Pray let me have what Queries you think fit to 
be fatisfy'd in ^ and fome I{ules todiredl mYD/'f^m/it/ons, 
by the firft Opportunity : that when I vifit all the Parts of 
this Country, which will b^: fiiortly,! may be the abler to 
fervcyou. 

I have made enquiry, as to the Longevity of thofe 
that live in Mountanous l^arts; and find, by Ilelati- 
on, that they out-live any that 1 have heard ottiu the 
&mth: but, that I am fo unhappy, as not to be able 
to make any pcrfetft account, about thdt Ailair. The 
next Sprinjr f^(fitation will give me oportunity to con- 
full the li^g^ircs and Cfjurch-Boo/^'^ and fo make mt 
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abler to give an exad, credible Relation, whicli I fliall be 
ill re todoe« 

As I Travelld over Stnjiemoarein Tor/<sh/re,lohfcvvd 
the River Grcatab, ("a River about haU iv^ big as Char- 
ivcll at Oxford) run under ground tor about a Mile^ lo that 
we palled over it, dry»f-oot. The j^ainigcuiuLr ground 
h but narrow; fo that in winter when the Itreamsarc 
high, it keeps the Channel above ground. 

S J R^ I am 

Tour f/iofi Oblig\l Friend 
and Bumble Servant 

HUGH TODa 
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